Nash glamgin

by P. Reston Manfredi

s a litrle girl, she fell in love with dress up, often wearing Japanese kimonos and sequined gowns
to school. As a teenager, she tumed her energy to running boutiques, opening her first store when she was only

18, She has three stores feanuming her cwn designs, Mow, Esther Mash is poised to take the
fashion world by storm with her unique collection of designs, which she describes as"a combination of James Bond, Las Vegas
showgirl and Barbie."

“Peaple are way too boring and mainstream,” says Esther. “They need some excitement in their life.” So Esther devel-
oped her philosophy of complete fun in fashion. Exhibic A on how to add excitement o your lifie is Esther's Baby Doll cal-
lection. These's the rock star gear, which s sequined, painted and shredded, and the clubwear and swimwear designs which
seream 1973, Some designs are rransformers—one quick zip, a smap, and you can go back and forth from pool to club with
ease. The designs are exclusively for those of small and athletic build; and are made o catch the eye. "My motto is, be seen
and be remembered. Shine and sparkle like the superstar you are. These clothes are for people who want 1o make the impres-
sign of a lifetime.” -

Despite the sexy nanure of her designs, Esther’s done a number of publicity pieces for reen magazines exalting the virtues
of virginity until marriage. She herself is an avowed virgin until marriage. “Some peaple hide behind their clothes and appear
conservative, but they may take drugs, smoke, drink and sleep around. It's furny, my values are conservative, but [ don't dress
conservatively ar all."

Hew not conservative is she? “My prom dress was sheer, trimmed with ostrich feathers and ropped with a bustier. | dress
likee thar all the time. Peaple assume I'm into S&M. They'ne usually shocked to find out I'm a virgin. “1 don't sleep that much.
| don't warch any TV I don't smoke, | don't drink, no drugs. I'm a vegerarian. I'm just high on life.”
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These days, the high life is in Miami,
partying with the stars in South Beach.
“South Beach is smazing. They have a
great party life there. Some of the stars eat
under the moonlight. They're wearing
nothing. They don't wear any clothes.
They like to show off, and share their
bodies with everyone.”

Esther is cummently focusing on selling
her designs in resores and in deparoment
stores. She's had fashion shows in nighe-
chubs in New York and Miami and has
recently expanded her repartoire ina new
direction. “] am now a fashion columnis
for the Sum Post. [ scoually coversd my
owm fashion show. Thar was preety coal. |
gave mysell & great review.”

sther grew up in Park Slope,

Brookdyn. “My mother’s in real esmre.

My father's in real estare. They wene
married for 10 yeass, and divorced when |
was three. They're very, very happy sepa-
rate. They don't get abong at all. Ics mo bad
they're not in the fashion ndustry—thar
would have made it a lot easiec™ Her facher
lives in Greece, and Esther grew up with her
mother and sister, two women she savs were
wonderful role models.

Mom owned the Landmark Pub in
Brooklyn, where Esther would sing when
she was little and bus rables 2s she got
older. She smred making earrings when
she was abour six, and 1 sold them in front
of the pub. One wonders where she found
the time. Besides full rime ar school and
an appearance on Sesame Smeet, she mod-
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eled part time. She was a gymnast foe ten
years, reaching level 8 in competitions
(lewel 9 is the Olympics). There were also
five years of haller and eight years of figure
skating. When she stopped those classes,
she had o rake up nmning—ten miles a
“l wasn't exhausted
because [ was used to a six-hour workout.
So | had o exhaust myself before [ could
go o sleep” Mow, with college classes,
fashion shows, writing, modeling and of
eourse promoting her line of clothes, she's
plenty rired. She only has time o kick box

and do yopa for fun.

day. anymore,

How does she dao ic all? “I've been
working ceally, really hard for a really long
time. Since | was Lintke, | made a decision
to go to art school. | was lucky that [ was
mlented, and my mother saw it So |
starved art classes.”

She received scholarships almost
every year to top art schools. She went to
high school at Calvin Klein's alma mater,
Mew York Ciry's High School of Art and
Design. “I'd wear sequined gowns, Indian
outfits, Japanese kimonos and hillbilly fun
stff, I've always enjoyed dressing up
because its like you're entering a whaole
new dimension.

*I loved going to art schoal; 1 still love
ic. Ie's really great because you can express
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yourself through your clothes, and people
don't really hold you back ar all. Yeu can
wear whatever you want, and they actu-
ally understand you. They're not like, 'Oh
my gosh, look what she's wearing,' it's just
clothing, and it means nothing. So, it's
nilce to be able to fust relax and have fun,
and to enjoy just dressing up in the
moming and transforming yoursell into
wharever you want. It's exciting, 1 think.
That’s the way | look at clothes, as dress-
up and p1iL‘_.' thime, rlm ler bonse and try out
any kind of persomality you want.”

On the other hand, are school was
sometimes rough. “Its very competitive and
cut throat. | always had o outdo everyone

E
-E else. They were very mlented, so your work
= had o be even better 1o ger thar A"

I It was abso sometimes bonely—no time
& for after schood sociakising, what with all dhe
g clases and mutors. 1 never went o school
with Jews, and [ felt really left cut. | wamted ro
b with miy people; [ wanted ro actually meet
soeme of them. The kids T went to school with
were from all different countries, which was
grear, but no one [ went moschool with was
Jewish, So | snudied in Lsraed for five months
my jundor year in high school. We lived in
Eitat, Tel Awviv, Hasfa, Jerusabem. It was a
wonderful experience. W went on thuls, on
hiking trips. 1 leamed how o shoot an M16.
We were on a kibbut, It was exciring.”

Sister Shelly modeling an Esther ensemble.
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igh school was the st

of her capeer in fashion.

*“We had an annual
fashion show every veas, bur i
was only for juniors and
seniom. But | made a big
Fuaf and @ pulf, 50 | had
} my designs put in my
freshman year. A lotof
people were upset that my
W designs were in the show,
& bur they liked my designs.
i And then | acrually modeled
them. | made my fist

v outfle ar 14. After chat |
" was chosen as a designer for
sophomor year, junicr year
and senior year And my
designs were chosen o be
shown ar Fashion Café,

| <
!

show ar my sisters law
| ' school, mising $13,000 for
\, public interest stipends.” By
L 1% the time she graduared
§ |, high school, Esther had

iy staged five fashion shows,
modeling in them hemself because she
couldn't afford o hire anyone ebse. In 1998,
Esther decided to open her own store with
the money she had saved from modeling
and buzssing tables in ber mom's pub.

“1 could have just kept the money
and wasted it, or whatever, just kepe it
but my mocher and my sister thought my
deeam was always to have a store. 5o 1
decided to wy i, to see if | liked ir. My
mother thought it might be a good idea
for me o see if | wanred to be in business,
It was a pood leamning experience.”

Esther renovated a space in Park
Slope with a drill and 15 gallons of paing.

“l had my friends come and help me’

paint. We had a few painting parties. And
| decorared and made the stome come
alive.” She'called the store Baby Doll, and
stocked it with vinmage clothing (flea
market finds) mostly under $20. The
money from the vintage clothing sales
went to produce her own designs, which
were then featured in the store.

“After that | opened a second store
called Sugar Daddy. That was
a men's store, because the men were kind of
jeakous. They'd go to the ladies store and
there wasn't anything for them. So 1 opened
Sugar Daddy right next doce. And that went
aver well. | saved up more money, and |
apened a store in Manharean on 2lst street
and Fashion Awenue. | had thar for a year.
After 911 we had 1o close the store."
While running the boutiques, Esther
was also working on gerting her degree
from Fashion Institute of Technology
(FIT). With six more courses o go, she's
almost done. Close enough for FIT
Metwork, the alumni magaeine, o feamure
her. I haven't graduated yer, but they're
featuring me, 2o ir's a major honoe" And
she's abso done some teaching of her own,

where she'’s slowly growing a clienele. She
wants to get her designs into big depart-
ment stores. ] don't think its very easy. A
few things happened in South Beach that
1 don’t really like. | don't really want 1o go
to that many smaller boutiques, because a
few of them knocked off my designs. They
didn't buy them, they didn't put them in
the store, Mothing. | showed them tw
them, and then they stole my ideas. So
thar’s why I'd like o be in the hig stores,
They don't do that.”

A thie moment she still has her designs
in owo boutiques in lmly. Shel gaining
exposure on the Miami scene with several
successhul fashion shows in nightclubs. Her
stuff i also selling ar assorted Manhattan
boutiques, and she’s hit South America.

“| designed a few pieces for Playboy
TV in Sourh America and [beria, which

i gwm very exciting. Some of my designs

at the Leaming Annex. She mught a sem-
inar on how to apen your own boutique.

hese days Esther, never one to sit

stil, has been focusing on new

directions. The stores have taken a

back seat. "The two stores are closed now.

I have to decide if I'm keeping them or

I'm not. It takes up a lot of time. [t a big,

big responsibility. And | want to work on
other things.”

She spends a lot of time in Miami,
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imadr Maxim in Espaflol magazine, and

some of my designs will be in Muscle
Fitess magazine. I'm also now with a
modeling agency. [ was seouted in Miami."

She & curmently living with her sister
in Mew Yock. “My sister takes care of all
my public relations and my legal werk, and
[ give her free fashion advice. I'm her pes-
sonal stylise. We had 18 fashion shows at
the hot Manhattan venues—Cheetah,
Lava Lounge, Kit Kat, Key Club, System,
151 and Saanchi.

"And new 'm oying my luck out in
South Beach, [ write for Sim Post. 15 fun. I'm
inwited to all these big events. | went to the
Versace Mansion—amezing! And the Bill
Blass fashion show. At the Fashion aweands |
met all the big designers—Calvin Klein,
Dionna Karan. | even met Hillary Clinron.”

MNext up, she could be studying in
Florence or London next year. So much so
fast, is ¢he bumning our?

“Wi, but I'm perting a lintle impatient.
| wanted everything to happen already
yesterday. Bur its not like that. So | keep
working hard, and rrying eo make every-
thing happen.”

And she keeps reminding the crowd:
“Every woman 5 a superstar. They just
haven't found the right wardrobe yer."
Visit wunu batrydollboutiuee. . (i)



